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REST de Kreatur

APRIL5-29 1989

‘An oracle was questioned about the mysterious bond between two
objects so dissimilar as the carpet and the city. One of the two
objects — the oracle replied - has the form the gods gave the starry
sky and the orbits in which the world revolve; the other is
approximate reflection, like every human creation.’

Italo Calvino, ‘Cities and The Sky I', Invisible Cities

Diena Georgetti seeks the formulation of her art and her own creativity
through both the things of the spirit (the impetus of ideas and emotions) and
through the materiality of life. Art, life, the earth, spirit, matter (geology,
ecology and other forms of knowledge) interweave as open systems within
which the artist stakes her own claim and asserts identity.

As if by instinct, this young artist is heir to the forms and anti-forms of arte
povera. Her materials are elemental; chalk, glass, board, wood, light, pencil
markings, and the objects in her work are often found and assimilated from the
world. The poetic effect of her installations lies in their reductive qualities, a
deliberate roughness, and a sense of their being ephemeral - an amalgam of
materials and experiences which takes a special place within the flux and
changeability of the everyday. Georgetti has a strong feeling for the symbolic
and cultural resonances of materials, objects and shapes, and many of her
works have involved strategic if subtle interventions into architectural and
photographic sites.

The darkened room of this current installation is not unlike a reading roomin a
library, or a science room in a museum - sites for learning, growth, the
production and communication of ideas. A living creature, of pre-historic
origin, swims in a glass tank - a metaphor for evolution, for creation, a living
art? Blackboards, often used by Georgetti (after Beuys) as means of tracing
information and recording ideas, are here lit by tubes of light, and marked by
the rudimentary tracings of the artist’s hand. The words, in German, which she
has inscribed on the boards point to a reading of creativity, aesthetics and the
imagination that involves a change in perception, a rethinking of ideas, a shift
in musical key.

Art, Georgetti proposes, is a parallel consciousness which connects and
creatively converges with what is already present in life, and goes some way
towards unravelling life’s mysteries and its pattern. The process of art making
itself becomes a metaphor for the accumulation of knowledge and its
functioning within the world. The work further suggests a relationship between
art, ethics and aesthetics. Central to Georgetti’s concerns as an artist is a
sense of the interconnectedness of all things.
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